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LOTTERYWEST — CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

161. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 

Given the shock departure of respected Lotterywest chief executive officer Paul Andrew, who was just halfway 
through a five-year contract and despite that had finished all his key performance indicators, will the Premier 
immediately commence continuing to allow the Lotterywest board to make grant funding decisions independent 
of political interference or veto? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

The Leader of the Opposition has a short memory. I have here a newspaper article, from 25 October 2015—in the 
midst of the Vasse by-election. He might recall that the Liberal and National Parties were duking it out down there 
and the member for Vasse here now was successful post the departure of Troy Buswell—and don’t we all miss 
Troy! It turns out that during the course of that by-election, a $2 million Lotterywest grant for a youth project in 
Busselton suddenly appeared and none other than the former Liberal Premier announced that during that contest 
between the Liberals and the Nationals. I bet the Nationals remember that well! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: There they were, fighting away to win that by-election; they had a good candidate, as I recall. 
I cannot remember their name, but they were a good candidate. 

Mr D.T. Redman: Peter Gordon. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes, he was a great candidate and a great fellow. Suddenly in the middle of the by-election 
campaign, there appeared the former Premier, with the now member for Vasse, Libby Mettam, handing out 
$2 million from Lotterywest. How did that happen? It turns out—from a newspaper article—that there was some 
activity that went on at a governmental level to ensure that that donation suddenly appeared. So it is a bit rich of 
the Leader of the Opposition to come in here talking about these issues. 

I wish Mr Andrew all the best. Lots of people move on in the public sector. I am not going to provide a running 
commentary on every person who comes into or leaves the public sector. I can confirm that Susan Hunt, the former 
CEO of the Perth Zoo, will be taking over Lotterywest. She is a top person; she will do a great job. I can also confirm, 
unlike the former government, that we have been listening to retailers and making changes to make sure that small 
business retailers have some further support, as they were demanding and asking for for a long time. 
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